
LEVEL 3 - Airborne Precautions

Oxygen Therapy Protocol

LEVEL 2 - Contact/Droplet AND Airborne Precautions

If SpO2 remains < 92% or RR > 30 or patient distressed:
 Call MD     Alert ORNGE     Reassess goals of care     Initiate LEVEL 3 Oxygen Therapy

If SpO2 remains < 92% or RR > 30 or patient distressed:
 Call MD STAT     Initiate ORNGE VES     Reassess goals of care     Consider palliative care

Consider awake 
proning of 

patient with 
current O2

therapy

Apply non-
rebreather mask 

@ 15 L/min 
OVER NP @ 6 L/min 

CONSULT MD
Use O2 tank if fl ow 
> 10 L/min required

Apply Hi-Ox mask 
with viral fi lter @ 6 L/min

CONSULT MD
Max fl ow 8 L/min

Apply 
High-Flow Nasal 
Canula (HFNC)
CONSULT MD
via concentrator 

@ 10 L/min

Apply non-rebreather 
mask @ 8 L/min
CONSULT MD

Max fl ow 10 L/min

Consider CPAP
if available

CONSULT MD
Apply Hi-Ox mask 
@ 10 L/min OVER
HFNC @ 10 L/min

CONSULT MD

If SpO2
< 92%

If SpO2
< 92%

If SpO2
< 92%

If SpO2
< 92%

If no 
Hi-Ox 

available

Same as LEVEL 2

Same as 
LEVEL 1 WITH
N95 or higher 
respirator when 
respirators are 
not available, 
use the best 
available alternative, 
like a face mask.

ALL adjuncts require a surgical mask over device

ALL changes to oxygen delivery system require MD CONSULT
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Legend:     > greater than     < Less than     VES - Virtual Emergency Support    

LEVEL 1 - Contact/Droplet Precautions

If SpO2 remains < 92% or RR > 30 or patient distressed: 
 Call MD     Alert ORNGE     Reassess goals of care     Initiate LEVEL 2 Oxygen Therapy 

Apply nasal prongs (NP)
@ 2 L/min

CONSULT MD
Max fl ow 6 L/min

One O2 Concentrator One O2 Concentrator

One O2 Concentrator

One O2
Concentrator

Two O2
Concentrators 
- one for each 

device

One 
O2 Tank

One O2 Concentrator

One O2 Concentrator

One O2 Tank if fl ow 
> 10 L/min  

One O2 Concentrator

Apply simple mask
@ 5 L/min

CONSULT MD
Max fl ow 10 L/min

Apply oxymizer
@ 5 L/min

CONSULT MD
Max fl ow 8 - 10 L/min

If not
tolerating

NP

If on NP 
or face 
mask

> 24 hrs

Face shield 
or goggles

One pair of clean 
non-sterile gloves

Isolation gown

Face mask N95 or 
higher respirators 
are preferred but 
face masks are 
an acceptable 
alternative

Immersive education 
Scan here 


