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Changes at sri:
The institute’s vice-president, research, explains the restructuring
within research administration

The Cranes Are Circling
There is much afoot under the cranes’ watchful hover at
Sunnybrook Campus these days.
Certainly there’s the recent debut of three new operating rooms
at the east end of M ground, handsome suites that will help manage non-hip and -knee cases, overflown from the Holland Centre (which can, in turn, increase its capacity for hip and knee
replacements).
And there are the to-be-built fourth and fifth floors of M Wing,
dedicated to accommodating an expanded perinatal and gynaecology program. This new space, which comes complete
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with a state-of-the-art neonatal intensive care unit, is as much
anticipated for the currency of its technology as the much-needed expanse of its space.
But the real buzz for the Sunnybrook Research Institute (SRI)
family are the plans for the 70,000 square feet on the sixth and
seventh floors of the M wing addition. The proposed new Centre for Research in Image-Guided Therapeutics, with a budget
spilling over $140 million (if SRI’s proposal—the largest in its
history—to the Canada Foundation for Innovation’s Research
Hospital Fund, Large-Scale Institutional Endeavours program,
is successful), will build on SRI’s strengths in imaging, imageguided intervention and clinical research. Its main aims are to
develop, translate clinically and evaluate new therapeutics using
leading-edge imaging systems.
But that’s not all. Enabled by $24-million-plus that SRI has already secured in awards from the Canada Foundation for Innovation, provincial government and generous donors, this expansion will house the country’s most comprehensive breast cancer
research centre and other capital projects: the Toronto Angiogenesis Research Centre and a state-of-the-art flow cytometry
lab. There’s also the Cellular and Molecular Regeneration and
Repair Laboratory, part of the Toronto-wide McLaughlin Centre
for Molecular Medicine, funded by the Ontario Innovation Trust.
We’re building up to something.

DID KNOW?

Sitings

www.nikonsmallworld.com
The leading forum for showcasing the beauty and
complexity of life as seen through the light microscope.

www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/magazinemonitor/10_things
Snippets from the week’s news: sliced, diced and
processed for your convenience.

•

Colour blindness affects about one in 12 men.

•

Chocolate reduces the absorption of calcium in a
person’s diet.

•

The average human intestine is about eight metres long.

•

The “Spanish flu” of 1918-1919 caused the highest-ever
influenza-related mortality rate. About 500,000 deaths
occurred in the United States; 20 million worldwide.

•

The continuous brain recordings that led to the discovery
of REM (rapid eye movement) sleep were not conducted
until 1953, partly because the scientists involved were
concerned about wasting paper.

•

The extra hour of sleep we receive when we turn our
clocks back at the start of daylight savings time in
Canada has been found to coincide with a decline in the
number of road accidents.

Editor’s Scratch Pad
Dear Reader,
It is with pleasure that I welcome you to the inaugural issue of Nexus, the newsletter for and about all people and happenings at
Sunnybrook Research Institute (SRI). I have grown ever more certain of the timeliness of the launch of this publication, conceived
months ago, given the buzz of activity through which everyone is moving, assiduously and creatively. Every day, some new cause
for delight, pride or celebration emerges: success in competitions, receipt of kudos, news of progress on the M wing capital
expansion, brokering of new partnerships, delivery of eagerly awaited equipment—and more. Ever so much more.
Nexus hopes to be instrumental in achieving its main aim: providing you, our readers, the SRI community, with the resource for
all the goings-on in the microcosm of SRI and the macrocosm of the health research landscape, with a bit of light reading thrown
in along the way.
Here, we—the SRI communications team—will make sense of the nexus of activity that is the research institute. Groups across
disciplines and programs toil here in impressive industry, pressing for discovery, moving toward certain, if not immediate,
satisfaction. They often work, however, with little or no knowledge of the activity of “neighbouring” groups, who may be only one
lab bay away, or at a whole other campus! It’s communal perspective to all groups, including the research staff members who
work so hard to support them—coordinators, research admin and many others—that we aim to impart with Nexus. We hope to
inform and illuminate so that, with this newsletter, those at SRI can make another important discovery: each other.
To that end, we’ll offer a quarterly stream of news, announcements and stories of derring-do. Funding data will figure prominently
here, with notices of opportunities and awards. We’ll also occasionally shine the spotlight on some of the less cerebral aspects
of life at SRI.
Along the way, we’ll try out new things, and we look to you to tell us what you would like to see. As much as we aim to speak well
of you, we hope, too, to speak well for you. Let us know how we do. And, above all, enjoy.
—Stephanie Roberts
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The Fruitful Summer of SRI
SRI emerges from the sunniest
season with tales of industry and
endeavour
The days and weeks of summer were
struck from the calendar with triumph by
the busy members of SRI, who passed the
season inside a blur of activity. Here are
just a few of the projects that unfolded in
summer 2007, a period whose bustle and
progress augur much for the season on
this one’s golden heels.
Molecular Medicine Research Centre
On July 30, the Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario
(FedNor) announced it was investing $14.7
million in the Molecular Medicine Research
Centre (MMRC), a partnership among
Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences
Centre, Sunnybrook Health Sciences
Centre, Lakehead University and Philips
Medical Systems. The announcement was
made in Thunder Bay, presided over by the
Hon. Tony Clement, Minister of Health and
Minister of FedNor.
The MMRC is dedicated to producing results that will enhance our understanding
of health and disease at the cellular and
molecular level, for the eventual betterment of patient care. Dr. John Rowlands, a
senior scientist in imaging at SRI and head
of medical physics research at the Odette
Cancer Centre, is the MMRC’s first scientific director.
The city of Thunder Bay, the province and
Philips Medical Systems together have invested $38.7 million over the five-year first
phase of the project, set to launch in 2008,
for a total investment of $53.4 million.
At Sunnybrook, the MMRC will take shape
as the Translational Research Centre, to
be built in the Odette Cancer Centre. The
centrepiece of this $7-million investment
is Canada’s first 3 Tesla high-intensity focused ultrasound system.
Research Hospital Fund
Sunnybrook Research Institute faculty and
staff worked assiduously all summer (and
spring) on the largest research proposal in
SRI’s history—the Centre for Research in
Image-Guided Therapeutics—for the Research Hospital Fund, Large-Scale Institutional Endeavours program. This program,
the RHF-LSIE, is being administered by the
Canada Foundation for Innovation, which

Summer fun: SRI student Kelly Chen explains her research project to molecular and cellular
biology judges at the annual summer student poster competition

will fund up to 40% of the project’s cost,
with the remaining 60% coming from eligible partner funds.
The centre, with a budget topping $140
million, will be unique in Canada. It will
build on SRI’s strengths in imaging, imageguided intervention and clinical research,
and advance Sunnybrook’s strategic plan
for research. Its main aims will be the development, clinical translation and evaluation of new therapeutics. If successful (decisions will be announced in June 2008),
it will result in large-scale construction of
labs on M6 and M7, the building of a vivarium and related facilities in the basement of
a new parking garage under construction,
and the the stocking of these facilities with
state-of-the-art equipment.
Summer Student Poster Competition
Forty students entered SRI’s annual best
summer research project competition,
which was held on August 22, 2007. The
event allows students to present and defend scientific results from 12 weeks’
collaboration with SRI scientists, during
which time they learn new research skills
and explore research as a career.
Panels of judges comprised of SRI scientists, postdocs and graduate students
choose a winner from each research discipline. Jennifer Lee, this year’s winner in
molecular and cellular biology, says, “It’s a
very good opportunity. I was able to learn
quite a bit, to analyze data, get a taste of

various techniques . . . [and] scientific
thought—how to really figure [things] out.”
Lee completed her project, “The study of
S. purpuratus RNFII in urchin development
and in the mammalian TGF-beta signaling
pathway,“ with Drs. Arun Seth and Jonathan Rast.
Other award winners at this year’s event
were Bennett Haynen (Dr. Mina Madan,
clinical epidemiology), for his poster,
“Evaluation of clinical outcomes and resource utilization associated with the performance of ad hoc percutaneous coronary interventions: a Sunnybrook quality
assurance initiative;” and Timur Rvachov
(Dr. John Rowlands, imaging), “Improving
PET detectors using Geiger mode silicon
photomultipliers.”
Clinical integrative biology students had
20 competition entries, so received a total of three prizes: first place—Minhui Kim
(Dr. Miles Johnston), “A new conceptual
foundation for ventricular expansion in
the development of hydrocephalus;” second place—Gregory Szilagyi (Dr. Sandra
Black), “Dataprocessing toolkit for neuroimaging;” and third place—Andrew Dick
(Dr. Robert Jankov), “Stretch stimulates
NAD/PSH-oxidase derived reactive oxygen species production by neonatal rat
pulmonary artery smooth muscle cells.”
First-place winners receive $500, individualized plaques and certificates of excellence, and their names are added to display plaques in the research institute.
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Ringing True
New research confirms that Peter Burns’
microbubble-enhanced ultrasound technology works
as well as it sounds
Sometimes, science sings.
Dr. Peter Burns, a senior imaging scientist at Sunnybrook
Research Institute, has proved this definitively with research
that concludes that microbubble-enhanced ultrasound—his
innovation—is at least equal to computerized tomography
(CT) and magnetic resonance (MR) scanning in its ability
to qualify the nature of a lesion in the liver. A paper published in January’s Radiology compares Burns’ clinical trial
results of CT, MR and microbubble-enhanced ultrasound
scanning of 135 patients, and confirms his assumptions
that his method—already celebrated for being safer, more
prevalent and more economical—is every bit as technically
proficient as those previously believed to be the only options for patients whose chronic liver disease necessitates
regular monitoring to check for the development of tumours
that may prove life threatening.
To read more about Burns’ research, check out:
www.sunnybrook.ca/research/stories/Ringing_True

CV: Dr. Jon Barrett
Bio basics:
Forty-seven years old, married with
four kids. Born in South Africa, moved
to the United Kingdom in 1986. Earned
MBBch, University of Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg, South Africa, 1977;
Membership of Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (MRCOG),
Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists, UK, 1988; Fellowship
of same society, FRCOG, 1996; MD,
University of Newcastle upon Tyne, UK,
1992; Subspecialty Qualification in Maternal Fetal Medicine, Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Canada, 1992; FRCSC Specialty Exam, Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, 1995.

What I wanted to be when I grew up:

problem because the risk to mothers and babies is significant,
with a huge impact on the health care system. There are also
knowledge gaps in the science of multiple pregnancies.

Plans for the new appointment:
To give the P&G program a central role at SRI by integrating it
into the research web that Michael Julius is weaving. To formulate a research platform that integrates the epidemiological,
basic science and clinical in the areas in which we excel: the
extremely pre-term infant, the high-risk pregnant mother and
the reproductive health of women.

In a perfect world:
We’d be paid the same for doing research as we are for providing clinical care.

The best-kept secret at SRI:
Michael Julius, like liver and onions.

@

Always wanted to be a doctor of “ladies and babies,” as I used
to say when I was five. My late father was an OBGYN in South
Africa and I wanted to follow in his footsteps.

PEOPLE SRI

Proudest achievement:

Newly Appointed:

Getting my UK qualification of MRCOG, with my late father in
the audience.

Why babies and science are a good mix:
Babies—God-given and barely understood by science—represent the miracle of life.

Why multiples need more study:
There is an epidemic of multiples in the Western world. Epidemic because the incidence has exponentially increased, and a

Pam Angle, CE, P&G (associate scientist)
Lendra Friesen, CIB, Neurosciences (associate scientist)
Damon Scales, CE, Trauma (scientist)
Steve Brooks, CE, Trauma (associate scientist)
Robert Cartotto, CE, Trauma (associate scientist)
Adrian Ziino, CIB, P&G (associate scientist)
Sean Symons, Imaging, Neurosciences (associate scientist)
Michael Sefton, MCB, Cancer (scientist, cross-appointed)

Moving Within SRI:

Dr. Jon Barrett, P&G program research director
4 | Nexus

Changes at SRI: A Message From the Vice-President, Research
Over the past few months, research administration—myself;
Les Boehm, director, research operations and business development; and Stephanie Roberts, director, special projects office—has been evaluating its structure and function in an effort
to identify ways to serve our research family better. As a result
of these discussions, I am pleased to announce the following
changes, effective immediately:
The special projects office, which has been responsible for two
portfolios—SRI communications, and government research infrastructure and other large-scale “matching funds” programs—
has experienced rapid growth in each. To address this, and
plans for further expansion in each of the portfolios, it has been
separated into two distinct offices:
•

Strategic research programs: This office is responsible
for government research infrastructure and other largescale “matching funds” programs.

•

Communications: This office is responsible for strategic
internal and external communications for SRI.

I am delighted, moreover, to welcome Kevin Hamilton into
the SRI family, as the inaugural director of strategic research
programs here.
Kevin comes to us from the Canada Foundation for Innovation
(CFI), where he helped to develop CFI funding programs. He also
managed a portfolio of institutions and their awards, monitoring project progress and performance, with responsibility for
approving awards, and financial and other postaward project
deviations. He was responsible for the U of T family of institutions, including the Toronto Academic Health Sciences Network
hospital-based research institutes and, notably, SRI. Prior to his
work at the CFI, he served as a consultant to the Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council and the Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council; before that, he worked in his native United Kingdom as the deputy director of the Economic and
Social Research Council, Postgraduate Training Division.
I am also very pleased to announce that Stephanie Roberts
has been appointed the inaugural director of communications
for SRI. Over the last two years Stephanie has created and led
the implementation of the first communications strategy for SRI
and has, notwithstanding the time-intensive focus on matching
funds initiatives, made material headway in achieving both internal and external strategic communications aims for SRI. Not the
least of her achievements in this domain has been her conception and execution of our annual research magazine—Inventing
the Future of Health Care—receiving accolades from all of our
stakeholders.
Last, and certainly not least, Leslie Boehm will continue as the
director of research operations and business development.
Leslie remains a pillar of SRI, the “go-to” person for all of our
challenges.
These changes are very positive ones for SRI, and I am excited
for what the future holds.

AT YOUR SERVICE
Communications
This office creates and carries out strategies, plans and messages to raise the profile of SRI with our many diverse audiences, inside and outside Sunnybrook. It aims to help achieve a
supportive environment that encourages excellence in research
across all strategic priority areas; promote collaborations across
all sectors; recruit and keep the best and brightest; educate voters about the importance of research in Canada; inspire younger generations; and proactively address issues of transparency
and accountability with government and other funding partners,
among other aims.
Stephanie Roberts, Director
416-480-6125
sroberts@sri.utoronto.ca
Research Operations & Business Development
Research operations oversees all SRI operating services, including grant accounting, human resources, maintenance, glass
washing and comparative research, among others.
Business development involves taking SRI-generated research
to the next step, to the development of a marketable product
that will make a difference in patient care. Sunnybrook Research
Institute has been very successful in this sphere, establishing key industry partnerships (e.g., sanofi-aventis has its world
headquarters for cancer vaccine research here), three venture
capital funds, several spin-off companies and a novel approach
to technology transfer.
Les Boehm, Director
416-480-5720
leslie.boehm@sri.utoronto.ca
Strategic Research Programs
This office identifies and oversees the development of strategic
funding opportunities for government research infrastructure
and operating program grants, and other “matching funds” or
large-scale grants that align with the strategic research priorities of SRI. Granting bodies include the Canada Foundation for
Innovation, Ministry of Research and Innovation, Genome Canada and the Canada Research Chairs Program. The office also
manages these grants. In addition, it investigates and capitalizes on other major funding and foundation programs of national
or international relevance.
Kevin Hamilton, Director
416-482-3806
khamilton@sri.utoronto.ca

—Michael Julius
Vice-President, Research
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre
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MRI: The Ministry of Research and Innovation (MRI) Ontario Research Commercialization Program is designed to accelerate
the movement of world-class research from Ontario’s labs to the
marketplace, and to fund the growth of the province’s technologybased companies. The deadline to apply is November 18, 2007.

Staying on top of funding opportunities is critical when it comes
to sourcing dollars for research. Herewith, a heads-up to a
selection of upcoming research competitions, along with links to
funding sites and dates to bear in mind.
CBCRA/CIHR: Preregistration for the March 1, 2008, competition is due February 1, 2008. Canadian Breast Cancer Research
Alliance (CBCRA)/CIHR operating grants are for individuals formally affiliated with Canadian universities or other recognized
Canadian institutions, to support
the purchase and maintenance
of expendable supplies and services, equipment and individuDeadlines
als’ salaries.
For more information on CBCRA
grants: www.breast.cancer.ca
CIHR: The date to register for
Canadian Institutes of Health Research Catalyst Grants (Ethics,
or Skin Diseases and Conditions)
is October 1, 2007. This program
provides short-term seed money
to support health research activities that are a first step toward
the pursuit of more comprehensive funding.
The deadline for CIHR Emerging
Team Grants (various) is November 1, 2007. The aim of this program is to strengthen Canadian
health research by supporting
emerging research teams doing
high-quality research and providing superior training opportunities.

The Early Researcher Award Program is aimed at helping promising, recently appointed Ontario researchers build their research
teams. As a “matching funds” program, applications must first
be vetted internally. Contact Kevin Hamilton: khamilton@sri.utoronto.ca. The internal deadline is November 20, 2007.
For more information on MRI awards: www.mri.gov.on.ca

October 2007
01: CIHR Catalyst Grants
01: CIHR HIV/AIDS Operating Grant
15: NCIC Grants

NCIC: Researchers designated
as principal investigators on any
research grant administered by
the National Cancer Institute of
Canada (NCIC) may apply for research grants, but must be based
in, or formally affiliated with, an
eligible Canadian host. The application deadline is October 15,
2007.
For more information on NCIC
grants: www.ncic.cancer.ca

November 2007
01: CIHR Emerging Team Grants
01: HSF Focus on Stroke VII
01: CIHR Health Services for Genetic Diseases
Operating Grant
01: OICR Cancer Research Fund registration of intent
18: MRI Ontario Research Commercialization Program
30: OICR Cancer Research Fund application
February 2008
01: CIHR Genetics Operating Grant
01: CBCRA/CIHR Operating Grant preregistration
March 2008

OICR: The Ontario Institute
for Cancer Research’s Cancer
Research Fund (CRF) grant
competition supports a continuum of translational cancer
research. The deadline for this
competition’s registration of intent is November 1, 2007, and its
application deadline is November 30, 2007.
For more information on OICR
grants: www.oicr.on.ca

PSI: The Physicians’ Services Incorporated (PSI) Foundation has
several opportunities in health
research. Grants for clinical research will support researchers
with an academic appointment
who are practicing physicians. Grants for health-systems research
will fund research projects of “a special nature” in the health care
system such as to study ways to enhance medical practice. For
each of these, PSI will award a maximum of $85,000 per year for
two years. The deadline for each is November 15, 2007.

01: CBCRA/CIHR Operating Grant
01: CBCRA/CIHR Operating Grant

Dates to register for CIHR operating grants are as follows: Genetics: February 1, 2008; HIV/AIDS:
October 1, 2007; and Health Services for Genetic Diseases: November 1, 2007.

The aim of these programs is to provide operating funds to support research proposals in various areas of health research.
For more information on CIHR awards: www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca
HSF: The Heart and Stroke Foundation (HSF) of Canada, the
Canadian Stroke Network, the CIHR Institute of Aging and the
CIHR Institute of Circulatory and Respiratory Health administer
Focus on Stroke VII, an initiative designed to encourage more
students, recent graduates and postgraduates, including health
professionals, to train in the field of stroke. Applications are due
November 1, 2007.
For more information on HSF grants: www.hsf.ca
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For more information on these and other PSI grants:
www.psifoundation.org
For additional research funding information, visit the U of T’s
funding site at: www.research.utoronto.ca/funding/index.html.
SRI will be launching a funding opportunities section on the Web
site this autumn.

APPLAUSE
Dr. Stuart Foster
Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Ultrasound Imaging
Dr. Stuart Foster was awarded a Tier 1 Canada Research Chair—$1.4 million over seven years—and $268,577
in infrastructure support through the Canada Foundation for Innovation’s Leaders Opportunity Fund, which will
help advance his research into ultrasound microimaging systems. Noninvasive microimaging developed by Dr.
Foster has allowed scientists around the world to see the smallest blood vessels in the mouse microvasculature, thus opening up previously “invisible” territory and enabling study of disease models in the living mouse.
Further application and extension of this work could increase understanding of developmental biology, speed
the development of new drugs and therapies, and provide unique tools for image-guided bioresearch in stem
cell delivery, cancer and cardiovascular disease. Dr. Foster is a senior scientist in imaging research at SRI.
Dr. Peter Burns
Chair, Department of Medical Biophysics, University of Toronto
The University of Toronto has appointed Dr. Peter Burns chair of the department of medical biophysics for a
five-year term that began on July 1, 2007. Dr. Burns, a senior scientist in imaging research at SRI, has served
for many years on the department’s executive, and has been closely involved with graduate education in the
medical biophysics doctoral program. A medically focused interdisciplinary approach to physics and biology,
and a predominance of hospital research institute-based faculty (primarily located at SRI and the University
Health Network), distinguish the department within U of T’s Faculty of Medicine. Dr. Burns’ contribution to the
department’s innovative graduate curriculum is well recognized, and he is highly regarded by the vice-presidents of research at Sunnybrook and UHN, with whom he will work closely as new chair.
Dr. Robert Nam
Early Researcher Award, Ministry of Research and Innovation
The ministry has awarded Dr. Robert Nam an Early Researcher Award to help fund a team of research associates, postdoctoral fellows and graduate students. The award, worth $100,000, matched by $50,000 from SRI,
will enhance Dr. Nam’s research on individual genetic and statistical predictors of prostate cancer susceptibility and progression. He and his team recently developed a nomogram, a graph-based risk-assessment tool
which accounts for more prostate cancer variables—age, ethnicity, family history, urinary symptoms, PSA
(prostate-specific antigen), free-to-total PSA ratio and digital rectal exam—than current nomograms, and that
has proven more effective. He also co-led a study of the prostate-specific fusion gene TMPRSS2:ERG, the
expression of which indicates a strong risk for disease relapse in patients who have had surgery. An associate
scientist in clinical epidemiology at SRI, Dr. Nam is also a clinical oncologist at the Odette Cancer Centre.

TOOLKIT
THE IRRADIATOR

THE HYPERPOLARIZER

The J.L. Shepherd & Associates Mark1 irradiator (model 68 A) is a serious piece of equipment.
The machine, which eliminates all blood-borne
cells in a small animal model to recreate the clinical setting of radiation
therapy, allows scientists a clean
slate for assessing which cells are of
value to a condition, therapeutically.
About the size of a lab fridge, the irradiator is covered in lead, so is extremely heavy (it weighs about 2,720
kg). As such, the floor beneath the
$360,000 unit in SRI’s comparative
research facility had to be reinforced to
receive its new tenant. The research
institute took delivery of the irradiator this summer.

Sunnybrook Research Institute’s new Oxford
Instruments HyperSense Dynamic nuclear polarization (DNP) device (located on the ground
floor of S wing, next to the 3T MRI scanner)
gives scientists the opportunity to increase
the sensitivity, accuracy and depth of
their nuclear magnetic resonance experiments to levels never before
thought possible. The hospital’s
polarizer, operational since early
September, will be used by scientists to make images of metabolic
processes, which will help them
better understand myocardial infarction and cancer. The unit cost
about $744,000.
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October 12, 2007
Early Researcher Award
information session
Presented by the Ministry
of Research and
Innovation
10:00–11:00 a.m.
SG 22

November 14, 2007
Second Annual Schulich
Heart Program
Research Day
All-day event
Jenkin auditorium
Odette Cancer Centre
TB 021

November 8-9, 2007
Molecular and cellular
biology retreat
All-day event
Blue Mountain Resort,
Collingwood

November 15-17, 2007
NCIC 60th Anniversary
Conference
Registration: 1:00–5:00 p.m.
November 15
All-day event:
November 16 and 17
Intercontinental Toronto
Centre Hotel

FROM THE HEADLINES
The Globe and Mail (“Aricept may Help Ease Severe Symptoms,”
July 31, 2007) featured results from a clinical trial involving Alzheimer’s patients, led by Dr. Sandra Black, head of the neurosciences research program and senior scientist in clinical integrative biology research. The trial showed that Donepezil (sold
under the brand name Aricept), used to treat mild and moderate
Alzheimer’s, can also diminish symptoms in people with advanced Alzheimer’s.
The Toronto Star (“‘Silent cancer’ was attacking for years; Test
saved man’s life, but he lost most of his bowel; new Ontario program promotes early screening,” July 9, 2007) reported on the
2007 launch of Ontario’s colorectal cancer screening program,
for which Dr. Linda Rabeneck, chief of the Odette Cancer Centre and senior scientist in clinical epidemiology, is the medical
director. The program is based in part on research by Rabeneck
and others showing the screening rate for Ontario is vastly below target, and that increased screening (largely via regular fecal
occult blood testing and improved access to colonoscopy) will
reduce colorectal cancer deaths significantly.

Nexus is published by the Office of Communications, Sunnybrook Research Institute: www.sunnybrook.ca/research
Please send all submissions to Laura Pratt at laura.pratt@sri.utoronto.ca

Editor: Stephanie Roberts
Managing Editor: Laura Pratt

Designer: Stephanie Poce
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Going up: A computer-generated image shows the results of the 300,000-square-foot, four-storey vertical expansion to the M Wing at Sunnybrook
Health Sciences Centre. The construction is currently underway
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